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This is one of those issues where we 

look at the situation and see a moral 
obligation to act. Dealing with this 
problem in our foreign policy is a re-
flection of our country’s values, of our 
commitment to the rights and dignity 
of all people. This bill will help make 
sure our policy stays aligned with 
those values and that we are doing 
more to end the scourge of child mar-
riage. 

I again thank Representative WAG-
NER for her work on this measure. I 
urge all Members to support it. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ENGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2140, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill To prevent child 
marriage in refugee settlements ad-
ministered by the United Nations, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING ATLANTIC COUNTY 4–H 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, 
since its start in the 1940s, the Atlantic 
County 4–H program has encouraged 
young people from all communities and 
backgrounds to immerse themselves in 
areas of science, health, agriculture, 
and civic engagement. 

The Atlantic County 4–H program is 
one of the longest running programs in 
the country and teaches valuable life 
skills to youth in grades K–13. Through 
4–H, these young people are engaged in 
a variety of hands-on projects from 
livestock to computer science, from 
gardening to expressive arts. 

These experiences, of course, could 
not be possible without the help of vol-
unteers. We are honored to have over 40 
volunteers in Hammonton, among 
many others, and I want to particu-
larly thank a few members of the com-
munity who have dedicated many years 
of service and of their time and exper-
tise to this program. 

Thank you to Kathleen Einwechter, 
who has been volunteering for 25 years. 

Thank you to Al Schollenberger, who 
has been volunteering for 45 years. 

And thank you to Dorothy Calimer, 
who has been giving her time and care 
to this program for 50 years. 

You and all of our community flour-
ish, and I am excited to celebrate you 
today. I am excited about your work, 
about your volunteerism, and about 
the difference that you make. 

TAKING STEPS TO PROTECT ALL 
HUMAN LIFE 

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to applaud the Trump 
administration for its proactive steps 
to ban fetal tissue research. 

Last week, HHS terminated the 
NIH’s $13 million contract with the 
University of California, San Francisco 
for research involving human fetal tis-
sue from elective abortions. 

Madam Speaker, we should not use 
aborted babies for research, period. 
Furthermore, we don’t need to because 
there are scientifically credible alter-
natives, and this administration is ex-
panding them. 

Just last December, NIH announced 
$20 million for finding ethical alter-
natives to fetal tissue research. Yet the 
Democratic Party supports research 
with aborted baby parts, refuses to pro-
tect babies born alive after an at-
tempted abortion, and even decries the 
Hyde amendment, the most basic of 
protections for taxpayer money. 

Thankfully, our pro-life President 
will ensure that only forward steps will 
be taken to protect all human life. 

f 

PROTECTING THE INTERESTS OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to spend today addressing 
the events over the weekend with re-
gard to President Trump’s decision and 
then decision to withdraw the threat of 
a 5 percent tariff on goods coming in 
through Mexico. 

I particularly want to comment with 
regard to observations that I have 
made, because 10 days ago I was in 
Mexico in the Laredo sector of the bor-
der, and about 4 months ago I was in 
the Tucson sector of the border. Both 
times, I received a thorough tour of the 
border from our great Border Patrol, 
and the observations that I have made 
down there lead me to believe that we 
ought to stick with President Trump 
as he does what he can to defend our 
border. Indeed, my analysis in both Ar-
izona and Texas is that, right now, we 
are facing one of the greatest threats 
to the future of America. 

Before going into it in general, I 
would like to thank our Border Patrol 
for all the wonderful things they are 
doing. 

I don’t know how many Americans 
know that, right now, our Border Pa-
trol has 2,000 empty positions. The Bor-
der Patrol should have 21,000 people. It 
has got only 19,000 people on the bor-
der. 

Right now, we are in the position in 
which the Border Patrol is processing 

over 130,000 people a month, up from 
only a bit over 40,000 a month just 7 or 
8 years ago. This means, since, like ev-
erything else in the world, a lot of pa-
perwork is required wherever some-
thing is done, that the Border Patrol is 
woefully underfunded and understaffed. 

I would like to apologize to the Bor-
der Patrol for a statement made by one 
of my colleagues in which she stated: 

With five kids that have died, 5,000 sepa-
rated from their families, I feel like the evi-
dence is really clear that this is intentional. 
It is a policy choice being made on purpose, 
and it is cruel and inhumane. 

Madam Speaker, I will tell you, those 
Border Patrol folks and the customs 
people are working as hard as they pos-
sibly can. Maybe people don’t realize 
that, last month, over 13,000 unaccom-
panied minors came across the border. 
That is not people who are separated 
from their families. Those are minors 
who come in separated from their fami-
lies. Many of these people have spent 
days coming through Mexico to come 
here. 

We were told that one of the prob-
lems they had is that, when Border Pa-
trol began to take care of kids, some of 
these kids were used to having one 
meal every 2 days. It took a while for 
their bodies to get used to having three 
meals a day. They are receiving med-
ical care within the first 48 hours they 
are here and thorough medical care 
within 72 hours after they come here. 

I would say that people coming here 
are getting better medical care than 
perhaps they have ever had in their 
life—and surely better nutrition than 
they have had in a long time, better 
education than they have had in a long 
time. 

For Members of Congress to respond 
to the great deal that the Border Pa-
trol is doing when, inevitably, despite 
their best efforts, a couple of people 
have come here without medical treat-
ment for weeks, to claim that the Bor-
der Patrol or somehow the administra-
tion is intentionally allowing kids to 
die after they worked so hard to save 
the kids is one of the most embar-
rassing things I have seen in this Con-
gress. 

I assure members of the Border Pa-
trol that, at least among the people I 
hang around with, we respect the job 
they are doing, and I invite all of my 
colleagues to come down to the border 
so they don’t make a ridiculous state-
ment that, when a few people are not 
able to be kept alive down there, it is 
something done on purpose. 

b 2015 
Let’s look at the crisis down there 

and the hand Donald Trump is being 
dealt. 

In May, the Border Patrol itself—and 
this is before Customs, just the Border 
Patrol—found over 130,000 people cross-
ing the border. The vast majority of 
those came here seeking asylum, which 
means they aren’t going to be kicked 
out. They are given a court date 3, 4, or 
5 years out in the future and given a 
green card to go find a job. 
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This is a much worse situation than 

when large numbers of people crossed 
the border 12 or 15 years ago. At that 
time, people would come across, and 
they would be told to go back. They 
would try again, and they would go 
back. We might have the same person 
counted three or four times. 

Here, with the vast majority being 
asylum claims, they will stay here, and 
they will get green cards. We are in a 
situation in which our Border Patrol is 
overwhelmed, not to mention we are no 
longer picking our immigrants, as we 
do when people are sworn in legally, as 
we do when they get regular work per-
mits. Instead, we are getting people 
who are sneaking in here or claiming 
asylum under questionable cir-
cumstances. 

We also find that when we are, in es-
sence, telling the world that we have 
open borders, more and more people 
come here. When we talked to Cus-
toms, which is a small segment of the 
number of people who are coming here, 
we were getting people from beyond 
Mexico or Central America. We are get-
ting people from Venezuela. We are 
getting people from Cuba. We are get-
ting people from Africa. In other 
words, the whole world is finding out 
that, right now, we are not enforcing 
our immigration laws. 

It is not surprising that when a lot of 
people come here, particularly when we 
are dealing with a border controlled by 
dangerous cartels, that people die try-
ing to get in here. In the Tucson sector 
last year, almost 250 people were found 
dehydrated to death. The reason they 
were found that way is because the car-
tels may escort them to the United 
States, but they don’t escort them to 
civilization. They just direct them to 
go one place or the other, and they 
wind up dying in the desert. 

In the Laredo sector, it is not un-
usual to have people drown in the Rio 
Grande River. Again, because there is a 
perception that America doesn’t en-
force its immigration laws, people try 
to walk across the Rio Grande. They 
are swept under, in the undertow, and 
they wind up dying. They wind up 
drowning. 

Again, these deaths are the fault of a 
system in which people believe that we 
do not enforce our immigration laws. 

What was President Trump to do? 
The obvious thing to do would be to 
tell Congress that we need more Border 
Patrol agents so that people don’t 
sneak in here. The obvious thing to do 
would be to tell Congress that we need 
more judges to make sure that when 
people claim asylum, their claims are 
heard immediately, and they can be 
sent back rather than sit around here 
for 3 or 4 years. The obvious thing to do 
would be to build a wall, which may 
cost $7 billion or $8 billion. 

If we do those three things, we would 
send a message to the world that our 
immigration laws are supposed to be 
respected. We would no longer have so 
many people drown in the Rio Grande. 
We would no longer have so many peo-

ple dehydrate to death. We would no 
longer have a situation in which the 
U.S. taxpayer is on the hook for prob-
ably over $100 billion a year between 
medical expenses, education expenses, 
and criminal justice expenses. That is 
what would happen if we began to en-
force our immigration laws. 

However, when President Trump 
asked for help from this body, this Con-
gress that is so quick to spend money 
on everything, this Congress that last 
time around increased discretionary 
spending over 11 percent in 1 year, this 
House of Representatives that is about 
to pass a series of appropriations bills 
increasing discretionary spending by 4 
or 5 percent a year, all of a sudden, this 
Congress decides to get frugal on the 
one thing that is the biggest crisis of 
all. 

So, President Trump is in a box. Be-
cause we won’t give him any more 
money, eventually, he decides that per-
haps by imposing tariffs on Mexico, he 
can stop what amounts to an invasion 
of the United States. 

What does President Trump get? He 
gets Senators from his own party 
shooting at him from behind. He gets 
American businesses looking at their 
profit and loss for the next quarter, 
profit and loss for the next year, not 
considering the damage that is done to 
America over the next 2, 3, 4, or 5 years 
as unlimited people are coming here. 
They are shooting him in the back. 
Shame on the Republicans. 

I am not afraid of being critical of 
President Trump. He tweets a little too 
much. But I will tell my colleagues 
that when President Trump is finally 
trying to get us to enforce our borders, 
he is being shot at by his own team, by 
members of the Chamber of Commerce 
and by Republican Members of the Sen-
ate. This has to stop, or we are going to 
lose our country. 

It is important that the American 
people stand up and let their elected 
representatives know this cannot go on 
any longer. We have to do something 
about the border. 

It is embarrassing how little this 
body is doing. It is embarrassing the 
small amount of money or no money 
that is being spent in the areas that it 
has to be spent. Quite frankly, it is em-
barrassing that more Congressmen are 
not speaking out on what is going on at 
the southern border, other than our 
friend from Illinois, who kind of im-
plies that when somebody dies in the 
horrible system that exists right now, 
that it was done intentionally. 

In any event, I encourage American 
businesses to stop looking at just what 
is going on in their profit and loss 
statements next quarter or next year. I 
encourage the Republican representa-
tives, all representatives, to under-
stand that President Trump, when he 
tries to do something at the border, he 
is trying to protect America in the fu-
ture and not get cheap political points 
by implying that we can continue to go 
ahead with the current system of over 
130,000 people coming here. 

I do want to point out that President 
Trump, who is very pro-immigrant, is 
not talking about reducing the 700,000 
new people sworn in as Americans 
every year. President Trump is not 
talking about reducing the 4 million 
people who are here every year on work 
permits. Indeed, President Trump has 
made it clear that we could increase 
that number of people coming here le-
gally. 

We have to stop people coming across 
the border on bogus claims of asylum 
and sneaking across the border and 
other places. 

It is time for this House to act. Fill 
those vacant 2,000 slots on the Border 
Patrol and add another 2,000 or 3,000. 

It is time for this body to act and get 
some judges on the border to adju-
dicate the asylum claims. 

It is time for this House to act and 
make sure that we have a secure border 
through a wall. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2305 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCGOVERN) at 11 o’clock 
and 5 minutes p.m. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2740, DEPARTMENTS OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2020, AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. RES. 
430, AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 
ON THE JUDICIARY TO INITIATE 
OR INTERVENE IN JUDICIAL 
PROCEEDINGS TO ENFORCE CER-
TAIN SUBPOENAS 

Mr. RASKIN, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 116–109) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 431) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2740) making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2020, and 
for other purposes, and providing for 
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
430) authorizing the Committee on the 
Judiciary to initiate or intervene in ju-
dicial proceedings to enforce certain 
subpoenas and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 
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